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A  sincere  endeavour*  has  been  made  in  developing  this  course 
to  help  students  throughout  the  province  gain  an  appreciation  of  quality 
in  applied  art,  as  a  real  cultural  value  in  daily  living.   To  do  this  we 
must  establish  a  sound  structure  thi  ough  knowledge  and  the  use  of  under- 
lying principles,  with  freedom  for  creative  expression. 

Visual  evidence  helps  to  provide  a  stimulating  atmosphere. 
This  can  be  created  in  the  classroom  by  arranging  a  background  of  ill- 
ustrative material  and  exhibits,  to  inspire,  but  not  to  copy.  Examples 
of  good  and  poor  design  for  evaluation  to  help  to  widen  experience. 

Students  should  be  encouraged  to  develop  projects  which  are 
highly  personalized  and  uniquely  their  own  and  through  this  study  develop 
taste  and  discrimination  in  choosing  clothes,  furnishings  and  all  things 
purchased  or  used  in  daily  living. 

In  this  modern  day  when  so  much  is  done  mechanically  for  us 
and  many  have  more  time  for  leisure,  it  is  ^ven  more  vital  that  creativity 
and  appreciation  through  the  senses  be  encouraged  and  developed. 

Before  starting  work  on  the  introductory  unit  an  interesting 
lesson  should  be  given  on  the  meaning  of  the  term  "Design"  to  be  sure 
the  students  understand  how  comprehensive  the  term  is  and  to  be  aware  of 
its  importance  in  making  everything  that  is  in  the  room,  that  can  be 
seen  from  the  window  or  used.   They  should  realize  that  design  exists  in 
the  structural  form  of  the  chair,  the  book,  the  pen,  etc.  and  that  this 
is  referred  to  as  ''Three  -  dimensional  design",  i.e.  having  height, 
width  and  depth.   This  includes  sculpture,  architecture,  handicraft  such 
as  jewellery,  pottery,  leather,  clothing,  and  machine  or  hand-made  objects. 

There  may  be  surface  decoration  on  these  articles  and  this  is 
called  "Two  -  dimensional  design",  i.e.  only  has  height  and  width  ai.d  is 
found  on  fabrics,  rugs,  wallpaper,  etc. 

Throughout  the  ages  man  has  designed  things  to  meet  his  needs 
and  as  new  materials  and  new  methods  are  found  new  designs  are  created 
to  use  them. 

The  first  step  in  modern  design  is  to  consider  the  use  of  the 
object,  this  determines  its  shape,  material,  size  and  color.  The  parts 
must  be  large  enough  and  strong  enough  to  do  their  work  but  no  larger. 
There  is  no  needless  ornament. 

Modern  design  is  for  use.   It  has  a  functional  purpose  and  is 
found  in  the  arts,  rndustry  and  our  daily  living.   The  quality  of  good 
design  extends  to  the  styling  of  clothes,  of  furniture,  of  the  home,  of 
the  sleek  lines  of  automobiles,  the  pattern  of  the  super  highway  and 
the  planning  of  growing  cities. 


The  basic  rhythm  or  design  in  natural  forms  such  as  petals  of 
a  flower,  waves  of  the  sea,  etc.  have  inspired  man  through  the  ages 
because  of  their  pleasing  relationships. 

A  study  of  Home  Economics  Crafts  should  help  students  realize 
that  though  fashion  and  popular  stanc'irds  change,  style  and  beauty  are 
lasting  through  understanding  and  amplication  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  design  and  color  in  their  personal  lives  and  surroundings. 
They  should  be  encouraged  to  develop  appreciation,  originality  and  in- 
genuity through  the  execution  of  their  chosen  crafts. 
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Value  -  four  or  five  credits  (four  or  five  forty  minute  periods  per  week) 

Scope  -  Choice  of  six  projects  under  • 'CONTENT  w,  allowing  thirty  periods 
per  topic 

or 

Choice  of  five  projects  under  :'C0NTENT;f,  allowing  thirty  periods 
per  topic  plus  one  research  problem  to  be  chosen  from  the  section 
entitled  ''RESEARCH1'. 

N.Eh_     Choice  of  project  tc  be  that  of  students  with  at  least  three  of 
them,  of  their  own  original  design. 

Specific  Objectives 


Understandings : 

The  student  should  show  that  she  has  acquired  the  knowledge  that: 

1.  Handicrafts  form  a  basic  part  of  the  history  of  mankind. 

2.  The  making  of  handicrafts  includes  consideration  of:   the  cost  of 
production ;  aesthetic,  recreational  and  creative  values. 

3.  The  production  of  handicrafts  for  sale  rqquires  information  as  to 
wholesale  sources  of  supplies;  how  to  sell  one?s  work;  where  to  sell. 

4.  Successful  completion  of  a  handicraft  depends  upon:  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  good  design,  color  and  texture;  the  need,  utility 
and  purpose  of  the  finished  articles. 

5.  The  opportunity  to  learn  a  range  of  crafts  provides  a  means  of  dis- 
covering latent  talents  for  creative  work,  and  thus  helps  one  to  find 
a  type  of  work  in  which  leisure  time  can  be  spent  to  advantage. 

6.  Craft  courses  may  encourage  the  development  of  handicrafts  in  a 
community,  and  help  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  tra- 
ditional Canadian  handicrafts  as  well  as  those  of  other  countries. 

7.  Craft  courses  may  lead  to  wise,  constructive  and  profitable  avoca- 
tions . 
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Skills,  Abilities  and  Habits: 

The  student  should  acquire: 

1.  The  ability  to  apply  the  principles  of  design,  color  and  texture 
in  relation  to  the  construction  and  use  of  the  project. 

2.  The  ability  to  apply  the  principles  of  design,  color  and  texture 
to  the  project  in  relation  to  the  type  of  home  in  which  it  is  to 
be  used. 

3.  The  ability  to  estimate  construction  time  and  the  usefulness  of 
a  project. 

4.  Correct  techniques,  procedures  and  skills  used  in  the  handi- 
crafts chosen. 

5.  The  knowledge  and  ability  needed  for  the  proper  care  of  a  finished 
project. 

6.  The  habit  of  expressing  individual  and  original  creativeness  in 
handicrafts. 

Attitudes : 

The  student  should  show  that  she  has  acquired  an  attitude: 

1.  Of  concern  for  the  achievement  of  a  high  standard  of  workmanship 
in  the  chosen  handicrafts. 

2.  Of  greater  interest  in  the  creative  work  of  others,  as  a  result  of 
attempting  creative  work  in  handicrafts. 

3.  Of  desire  to  improve  and  enrich  the  family  home  by  means  of  handi- 
craft projects. 

General  Suggestions : 

1.  Display  or  exhibit  to  show  the  variety  of  crafts  found  in  a  com- 
munity. 

2.  Sponsor  a  ;;hobby  fair;?. 

3.  ?   lice     sample"  r.nd  illustrative  materials  on  handicrafts  for 
the  Home  Economics  library. 
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4.  Invite  local  handicraft  enthusiasts   give  a  cer.cr.it  ration  to 
students. 

5.  Visit  museums  when  and  where  possible. 

6.  Make  arrangements  to  have  members  of  the  Recreational  and  Cultural 
Development  Staff  of  the  Provincial  Government  speak  at  some  special 
meeting  in  the  community. 

7.  Have  all  students  work  on  the  same  craft  or  several  groups  could 
work  on  different  crafts. 

8.  Proportion  time  for  actual  making  of  designs  and  for  construction. 

9.  Have  each  girl  make  a  booklet  for  herself  on  the  crafts  on  which 
she  works. 


NOTE:  This  is  a  laboratory  course  and  credit  is  obtained  through  prac- 
tical work.  It  is  suggested  that  no  examinations  b  e  given  in 
this  course. 
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additional  r-sits  -  nay  be  chosen  such  as  rug-naking,  chip  carvin 
clay  modelling j  raffia,  reed  or  straw  or  any  other  which  is  of  interest 
and  permits  additional  deve]  pment  of  skill  and  use  3f  knowledge  of  prin- 
ciples of  art      .  si  ;n. 

3u  :  ;,  .o  .         ■  ,  T  -  ics: 

In  all  research  topics  onsidcr  the  following:   origin,  history 
value  from  standpoint  >f  .000  design  .n<  practicabilit; 

(1)  Loon  L'/eavi 

(2)  Spanish  Cc""o.iial  Weaving 

(3)  Four  Harness   Weaving 

(4)  i'Javajo  Weavin 

(5)  Hood  Spinnin  - 

(6)  Plastic  Modelling  - 

(a)  synthetic 

(b)  resins 

(c)  cast,   carved,   pierced,    embossed. 

(7)  Papier  Mache  Modelling 

(8)  Relief  Mcr>i:ing  er  Barbara  Work. 

(9)  G^sso  Work  -  the   decoration  of  glass,   metal  one1  wood 

(10)  Leather  Work  - 
(a J   Stamped 

(b)  Carved 

(c)  Tooled 

(d)  Thong  plaiting 

(e)  Knot  tying 
(H)  Metal  work  - 

(a)  Cast 

(b)  Harrier ed 

(c)  Stamped,  tooled,  pierced,  etched 

(d)  Chased 

(e)  Copper 

(f)  Pewter 

(g)  Silver 

(h)  Jewellery  making 
(i)  Stonu  polishing  and  cutting 
(12)  Primitive  Indian  Crafts  as  particularly  related  to  Alberta  - 

(a)  Beads 

(b)  Bone 

(c)  Horn 

(d)  Stone 

(e)  Leather 

(f)  Horsehair 
( ■■;)  Rawhide 

(h)  Porcupine  Quill 
(i)  Feathers 
(j)  Weaving 
(k)  lottery 

Suggestions:   (a)  Research  booklets  could  be  made. 

(b)  Research  topics  could  be  used  as  class  projects. 
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Refer'  Lees  « 

.irt  in  ^vcryi.ay  Life  by  Harriet  and  Veta  Goldstein,  The  Macinillan  Co.  of 
Canada. 

.,rts  -in.:;  urafts  for  Canadian  Schools  by  Louis  A.  Shore ,  J.  M.  Dent  and 
S  ns. 

Creative  Hands  by  Cox  and  Weisman,  John  Wyley  and  Sons,  Lt  . 

Handcrafts  Simplified  by  Martha  Ruth  Anon  and  Ruth  Holtz  Raws on,  General 
Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 

:    Hjusekeepin;  beedlecraft  Encyclopedia  edited  by  Vera  P .  Guild 
Doubleday  Publishing  (Toronto). 

Creative  Printnaking  by  Michael  F.  Andrews,  Prentice-Hall  if  Canada. 


A  very  complete  reference  book  list  nay  be  obtained  by  writing 

Arts  and  Crafts  Divi si on 

Recreation  and  Cultural  Develo  rnient  Branch 

Department   of   the  Provincial  Secretary 

Government  of  the  Province   of  Alberta 


Hudio-Visual  aids 


16  mm.    Instructional  Films  available  from  Department   of  Education 

Administ  ration  Building 
10320  -  98  Avenue 
Edmonton,   Alberta 

No.   TK-1486  -  Art  in  Action  1.  What  is  Art?    (form,   line,    color,   etc.) 
No.   TK-1437  - 
No.   TX-1488  - 
No.   TK-1489  - 

-  .   TK-LL90  - 

-  .    TK-1491  - 


I!  II 

II  II 

II  II 

II  il 

II  II 


2.  Form  (ruv^als  character), 

3.  Line  (movement  and  quality). 
U.   Color  (discovery,  variety). 

5.  Texture  (exploration  of  surfaces). 

6.  Light  and  Dark  (What  value  is,  pigment,  li.-ht) 
lo.  TK-J80  -  Color  Keying  in  Art  and  Living  (everyday  color  relationships). 

No.  TK-636  -  Craftsmen  at  Work  (Nova  Scotia  Craftsmen  and  Traditional  Hand- 
icrafts) 

No.  T-1137  -  How  to  Make  Linoleum  Block  Prints  (plannin  ;,  cutting,  etc.) 

(Listed  for  Junior  High  School  but  would  bo  useful  for  begin- 
ners in  this  craft.  This  is  not  a  colored  film.) 

Films  available  from  National  Film  Board,  of  Canada: 

Calgary  -  Room  713,  Public  Building 
Edmonton  -  South  Side  Post  Office  Building 
Lethbridge  -  Room  312  -  Federal  Buildia  - 

"Crafts  c.f  My  Province"  (16mm.  color,  12  min,  and  32  sec.)  -°a  film  tour  f 

-  19  - 


: shops  of  Now  Brunswick  Craftsmen. 
"Craftsmen  at  Work"  (15  nin.  md  4u  sec.,  color ,  16  ram.)  -  Nova  Scotian 
crafts  ion    bra  iti  nal  handicrafts  —  pottery,  weaving  carving  and  metal 
work. 
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